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* Abstract:
Al-lala is a term commonly used in the Mamluk era to refer to the
educators of the sons of the sultans. The Mamluk sultans consistently
raised their children and taught them the arts of war and combat, and
assigned for this task senior eunuchs who show competence and good
conduct, as well as scientific and military knowledge. The Lalas were in a
position of the Sultan’s trust, and held the highest positions in the state.
The position of Al-Lala was not limited to eunuchs, but was assumed by
many Mamluk princes, who became the owners of the administration and

governance, and acquired wealth and prestige in the Egyptian country,
while the religious and civil buildings they left behind stand as evidence.

*Key words:
Mamluks — princes — eunuchs — Al-lala — jobs — education.
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